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“Sir, you will see that they want to place the word ‘East Pakistan’ instead of ‘East
Benal’. We have demanded so many times that you should use Bengal instead of
Pakistan. The word ‘Bengal’ has a history, has a tradition of its own. You can
change it only after the people have been consulted. If you want to change it then
we have to go back to Bengal and ask them whether they accept it. So far as the
question of One-Unit is concerned it can come in the constitution. Why do you
want it to be taken up just now? What about the state language, Bengali? What
about joint electorate? What about Autonomy? The people of East Bengal will be
prepared to consider One-Unit with all these things. So, I appeal to my friends on
that side to allow the people to give their verdict in any way, in the form of
referendum or in the form of plebicite.
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“This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh is independent. I call upon
the people of Bangladesh wherever you might be and with whatever you have, to
resist the army of occupation to the last. Your fight must go on until the last
soldier of the pakistan occupation army is expelled from the soil of Bangladesh.
Final victory is ours.”
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