India Priest Pleads for
Aid in Pakistan Crisis

Tells of Misery of Millions of Refugees
Caught Up in Horror of War, Starvation

The disaster, said the

quiet, 43-year-old priest,
"is unprecedented in hu.
man history — and hu-
man misery."

"I don't know how the
whole civilized world can
Inok on with indifference!
Future generalions  will
scarcelv helieve the histor-
jans who will summarize

"One of the 8 millinn re-
fugees moaned to me that
'God alone can help us/
and it is largely up to
God's penple tn dn this"

The Rev. .Inseph Puth-
enkalam, SD.B., Roman
Catholic episcopal  vicar
frr the Garo Hills of Fast
India, was telling in an in-
terview of the mounting
flnod of destitute people
fleeing from chantic hor-
ror in Fast Pakistan.

Usually possessing only
the tattered clothing on
their hacks, somelimes
carrving a child or aged
vélative, thev turn up at
the rate of 0,000 a month

at India  hovder settle-
ments and refugee cen-
ters.

Forsees 10 million

Their numher snnon will
total 10 million or more,
Father Puthenkalam pre-
dicted.

Help—still insufficient
—has come {rom many
sources.

The World Couneil of
Churches has given $770.-
000, the Taitheran World
Federation 871,000, Cath-
olic Caritas Internatinnal
f< $30,000 the Narth
American Mennnniles
100,000, US. volunteer
organizations about $1.1
millinn.

The 1.8 government
has given $73 million anrd
the 1".S.8.R. 11 million,
but the refugees cost India
about $1 million a day in
food alone and the cost of
medical aid, housing,
clothing, as well as food
for the next six months is
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expected to run $400 mil-
lion.

Tnside Hkast Pakistan,
said Kather Joseph, com-
pete chans reigns, accord-
ing to reports seeping out.
Estimates of those killed
in military action range
from 200,000 to 1 million.
In addition uncounted
numbers have died from
chnlera and malnutrition,
a euphemism for starva-
tion.

Rools of Trouble

The Kast Pakistan froy-
hle, he helieves, had its
ronts in the division of In-
dia which came with the
subenntinent's  liheratinn
from centuries of British
rule.

Fast and West Pakistan
were set up, their popula-
tionz 907, Muslim, as well
as India, its population
857, Hindu.

Jealousy hetween Kast
and West ukistan devel-
aped because FKast Takis-
tan, with most of the pop-
ulation, felt that West Pu-
kistan, with the national
capital, got most of the
wealth andd power. A re-
cent election added fucl.

West Pakistan feared a
separationist tendency ge-
nerated by the Hindu min-
ority in  Kast Pakistan,
and, when the election
trend hecame evident,
rushed troops in to nullify
its results. The East Pakis-
tan political leader,
Sheikh Majibur Rahman,
hecame a fugitive. Fight-

ing erupted in many pla-
es.

Refugees, who always
had crossed the horder
into India in small num-
bers, began o flow in tor-
rents. Many had tales of
atrocities committed  hy
West Pakistani soldiers,

Men were stripped and
those uncircumcised —
hence not Muslim —were
shot.

Disease and starvation
added to the horrors in-
flicted upon a people who
a few month ago had suf-
fered perhaps history's
cruelest clisaster, a tidal
wave caused by a sudden
storm that drowned an es-
timated million  persons.
No one knows the [igure
with any exactness.

"Now there are these as-
tronomical numbers of
refugees," said Father
Joseph, helplessly. "How
can [ndia take care of 10
million more people when
it already was struggling
to care for its own popula-
tion?"

50,000 in District’

Born in Kerala, a state
in southwest India, Father
Jnzeph studied in a Sale-
sian seminary at Turin,
Italy, and was ordained
there in 1960. Because In-
dia frowns on {oreign mis-
sionaries, he was sent 14
months ago to the Guaro
district to succeed a bish-
op.

His distriet has 50,000
(‘atholies in four churches
and  hundreds of small
groups sealtereit about the
area. Under him are 11
priests, including one Ger-
man, one ltalian and the
rest Indian, and {ifteen sis-

[x]

ters, two of them Spanish,
the rest Indian.

Father Joseph said that
Cnmmunist  influence is
minimal in the region and
in East Pakistan asz well,
Most Communist strength
in India is in the southern
territories.

"All myv priests and the
sisters are engaged in re-
lief and social wark among
the refugees,’ among
whom cholera has also ap-
peared,” he said. "I have
100,000 refugees in my
area. The schools in bor-
der areas are closed, and
refugees are housed in
them, to their capacity.”

Father Joseph said that
he was in the United
Stales seeking to raise
funds for refugee relief.
He added that such funds
could be sent to him at
Tura P.0., Garo Hills-Meg-
halay, India, or in care of
Mrs. Jvor Grant, 850 Glen-
haven Drive, L.a Habra.

"The only thing to cor-
vect the situation,” he
added, "is for governmen-
tal pressure to he exerted
on West Pakistan to stabi-
lize the situation. I doubt
that the Hindus would re-
turn, although some of the
Muslims might.

"The Hindus will he a
burden on Tndia for many
many vears o enme. Her
progress has been retarded
by 20 years, at least."
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